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                        [image: ]Strasburg, PA– March 12, 2024 – The National Hydropower Association (NHA), the Ontario Waterpower Association (OWA), the Hydropower Foundation, and Kleinschmidt Associates are excited to announce the third annual “Ear to the River” survey findings. Launched in 2021, the intent of the “Ear to the River” annual survey of the industry is to help owners of hydroelectric facilities and all professionals working in the hydro and greater renewable energy industries better understand the key issues and opportunities that the industry expects to face in the next few years. 

This information is intended to help inform those within and outside the industry about opportunities in this thriving clean energy sector. This survey data can also assist in lobbying efforts by providing data on how various policies could impact the role hydro plays in transitioning to a clean energy future. 

Marla Barnes, Vice President of Member and Industry Engagement at the National Hydropower Association emphasizes the survey’s significance: “The Ear to the River survey serves as a vital tool in understanding the pulse of the North American hydroelectric industry. It provides valuable insights into the key challenges and opportunities we face. The data from this survey informs industry stakeholders and plays a crucial role in advocating for policies that support a clean energy future.”  

Janelle Bates, Director of Communications and Member Relations at the OWA, noted, “ Each year, the annual Ear to River survey provides the OWA with valuable information and insights regarding the key opportunities and challenges facing the waterpower industry. The report will continue to both guide and support our advocacy efforts in the future.”  

“The 2023 survey results show that workforce remains the most pressing challenge for the industry and that we’re not doing enough to promote hydropower as an excellent career choice,” says Tim Oakes, Business Sector Leader, Power and Energy, with Kleinschmidt. 

As the team prepares for the 2024 edition, they are eager to hear thoughts, questions, and ideas from industry peers on increasing participation and engagement in future surveys. The “Ear to the River” survey team remains committed to collaborating with industry partners to ensure the survey remains a valuable resource for the hydropower community. 

 

The report is now available to view by visiting: 

https://info.eartotheriver.com/ear-to-river/ 

 

About Kleinschmidt 

Kleinschmidt Associates performs engineering, regulatory and environmental consulting for North American energy companies and governmental agencies who strive to protect and enhance the natural environment without compromising performance. We work at the intersection of regulatory requirements, environmental science, and engineering solutions to achieve our client’s objectives.  

For over half a century, Kleinschmidt has continually delivered new ideas that offer practical solutions to tough problems and sensitive issues. Our goal is to bring energy, water, and the environment into balance so future generations will thrive. For more information, visit www.kleinschmidtgroup.com. 

 

About the National Hydropower Association  

The National Hydropower Association (NHA) is a nonprofit national association dedicated exclusively to preserving and expanding clean, renewable, affordable hydropower and marine energy. NHA connects employees of its more than 300 member organizations with other hydropower professionals, build relationships, and facilitate business; informs and provides insights to member organizations and the entire hydropower community about timely policy and industry developments; and advocates to preserve and expand hydropower in all its forms. 

 

About the Ontario Waterpower Association

The Ontario Waterpower Association (OWA) is a not-for-profit, member-based organization promoting the sustainable development of waterpower resources in Ontario. Since 2001 the OWA has been representing the common and collective interests of the waterpower industry and advancing waterpower in Ontario. The Association is the voice for over 150 member companies and is committed to sustaining and enhancing Ontario’s existing waterpower assets and to providing new opportunities for waterpower development and industry growth across the province. 

 

About the Hydropower Foundation

The Hydropower Foundation, a 501c3 not-for-profit organization dedicated to addressing climate change by preparing the next generation of waterpower professionals, actively promotes education, research, and workforce development within the clean energy sector. The Foundation’s mission is to cultivate a robust, diverse, and environmentally conscious waterpower workforce through focused education, research, and experiential learning opportunities. For more information, please visit our website at www.hydrofoundation.org. 
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Portland, OR– Feb 19, 2024 – Kleinschmidt Associates, an engineering, regulatory, and environmental consulting firm, is pleased to announce the addition of Aled Hughes, P.E., as Principal Consultant.  Aled will lead dam safety projects and provide technical input to dam and hydropower projects.  He will also support the growth of Kleinschmidt’s project portfolio in the Western US. 

Aled brings more than 32 years of experience in civil/structural engineering, specializing in the design, construction, and rehabilitation of dams. He is a FERC-approved Independent Consultant and has contributed to the design, construction, and inspection of over 150 dams globally. His breadth of experience covers all phases of project engineering, from feasibility studies and conceptual design through detailed design and engineering during construction.  Aled has extensive experience with the design and construction supervision of dam raising projects and the design of structural and civil components utilized in hydroelectric power plants including powerhouses, intake structures and penstocks. 

“We are very excited to welcome Aled Hughes to our team,” said Paul Larson, regional vice president, “His extensive experience and expertise in dam engineering will enhance our capabilities and help us continue to deliver best in class service to our clients.” 

 “I am excited to join Kleinschmidt Associates and look forward to contributing to the company’s success,” Hughes said.  “The company’s culture, and commitment to innovation, collaboration, and technical excellence aligns perfectly with my own values.” 

 Aled holds a Bachelor of Engineering in Civil Engineering from Loughborough University of Technology. He is an active member of the Association of State Dam Safety Officials (ASDSO) and the United States Society of Dams (USSD).  He is also a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), the Institution of Civil Engineers, UK, and served on the committee of the British Dam Society.  Aled is a Registered Professional Engineer in Nevada, Washington, Alaska, and Colorado. 

About Kleinschmidt: 

Kleinschmidt was founded in 1966 with offices throughout North America. Our practice areas include engineering, science, and planning services are provided to power, energy, water, and government clients.  Kleinschmidt’s team specializes in hydropower and water resource engineering, FERC licensing, fish passage and protection, hydrology and hydraulics, and habitat analysis and restoration. Our mission is to provide practical solutions for renewable energy, water, and environmental projects. For more information, visit www.kleinschmidtgroup.com. 

[image: ]

Lexington, SC – February 13, 2024 – Kleinschmidt Associates, an engineering, regulatory, and environmental consulting firm, is pleased to announce that Alison Jakupca has been named Principal Consultant.

With over two decades of regulatory expertise, Alison brings a wealth of experience to her new role, specializing in guiding clients through all facets of hydropower licensing with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Her areas of focus include strategic planning, meeting facilitation, and process coordination, bolstered by a background in fisheries and wildlife biology, which she adeptly applies to provide informed guidance to clients.

Alison’s expertise extends to navigating federal licensing regulations and fully understanding FERC practices, procedures, and legal precedents. She excels in compiling a variety of licensing documents, including Preliminary Permits, Notices of Intent, Pre-Application Documents, Study Reports, License Applications, Exemption Applications, Surrender Applications, and adeptly responds to Additional Information Requests by FERC.

“Alison’s appointment as Principal Consultant testifies to her exceptional leadership and regulatory prowess,” says Jon Christensen, Chief Executive Officer at Kleinschmidt. “Her dedication to excellence and her significant contributions to our firm make her an invaluable asset to Kleinschmidt, her co-workers and our clients.”

“Alison brings an unwavering commitment to client service, collaborative energy in working with stakeholders, and enthusiasm for transferring her knowledge and inspiring others,” said Steve Layman, Southeast Regional Vice President at Kleinschmidt. “These qualities will all serve her well in continuing to excel as a Principal Consultant.”

In addition to her project duties, Alison serves as the Kleinschmidt Board of Directors’ Chair. She holds a B.S. in Aquaculture, Fisheries, and Wildlife Biology from Clemson University and remains an active member of the National Hydropower Association (NHA).

About Kleinschmidt:  

Kleinschmidt was founded in 1966 with offices throughout North America. Our practice areas include engineering, science, and planning services provided to power, energy, water, and government clients. Kleinschmidt’s team specializes in hydropower and water resource engineering, FERC licensing, fish passage and protection, hydrology and hydraulics, and habitat analysis and restoration. Our mission is to provide practical solutions for renewable energy, water, and environmental projects. For more information, visit www.kleinschmidtgroup.com. 
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Hoover, AL – February 12, 2024 – Kleinschmidt Associates, an engineering, regulatory, and environmental consulting firm, is pleased to announce that Kelly Schaeffer has been awarded a Business Achievement Award for Industry Leadership in 2023 from the Environmental Business Journal (EBJ).

Kelly played a foundational role in the Women in Hydropower Mentorship program, which began in 2016. Under her guidance as the Steering Committee Chair since 2021, the program has flourished, becoming a vital network that has united and empowered over 450 women across the globe. Beyond her contributions to hydropower, Kelly’s compassionate spirit shines through her work with FIDOS Facility Dogs. As the founder and executive director, she leads an organization that is changing lives by raising and training facility dogs to support and comfort those in need.

“It is indeed an honor and I appreciate receiving this EBJ Leadership Award. It is a privilege to work with an amazing group of women on the Women in Hydropower Mentorship Steering Committee and the many women we are able to reach through this program,” said Kelly Schaeffer, Principal Consultant at Kleinschmidt Associates. “I am grateful for the women that paved the way to develop the Women in Hydropower Mentorship Program. I’m excited to be part of this growing program and look forward to continuing to serve women in hydro across the globe.”

“In a year of strong growth and financial performance for the environmental industry in 2023, a number of companies set themselves apart with performance, transactions or projects that merit special recognition,” said Grant Ferrier, editor of Environmental Business Journal and chair of the EBJ Business Achievement Award selection committee.

The 2023 EBJ awards will be presented live and in-person at the EBJ Business Achievement Awards banquet at Environmental Industry Summit XXII on April 02-04, 2024 in San Diego, along with CCBJ Business Achievement, Lifetime Achievement and 50-Year Company anniversary awards.

About Kleinschmidt:  

Kleinschmidt was founded in 1966 with offices throughout North America. Our practice areas include engineering, science, and planning services provided to power, energy, water, and government clients. Kleinschmidt’s team specializes in hydropower and water resource engineering, FERC licensing, fish passage and protection, hydrology and hydraulics, and habitat analysis and restoration. Our mission is to provide practical solutions for renewable energy, water, and environmental projects. For more information, visit www.kleinschmidtgroup.com. 

About Environmental Business Journal 

Environmental Business Journal has been published since 1988 by Environmental Business International Inc., an independent research and publishing company focused on the environmental and climate change industries.

* Environmental Business Journal® provides strategic market intelligence to executives and investors in 13 business segments of the environmental industry including environmental consulting & engineering, remediation & industrial services, water & wastewater equipment, air quality & pollution control equipment, hazardous waste management, resource recovery, solid waste management, water/wastewater infrastructure, renewable energy and environmental instrumentation & information systems.

[image: Nick Ciomei]

Pittsfield, ME – February 8, 2024 – Kleinschmidt Associates, an engineering, regulatory, and environmental consulting firm, is pleased to announce the appointment of Nick Ciomei, P.E., as our newest Engineering Technical Director. In this pivotal role, Nick will lead the Hydrology and Hydraulics, Fisheries Engineering, and Civil Engineering sections, bringing over 13 years of engineering experience to the forefront of our operations.  

Nick has dedicated a decade to Kleinschmidt, specializing in dam safety and Part 12D inspections as a FERC-approved Independent Consultant. His comprehensive expertise encompasses emergency action plan exercises, Potential Failure Mode Analyses, Risk Assessments, dam safety surveillance and monitoring, and the creation of supporting technical documents. Notably, Nick has contributed to Probable Maximum Flood analyses, dam breach analyses, dam inundation mapping, and leading inspections and stability analyses for various dam types and structures. His leadership extends to designing rehabilitation and new concrete structures, such as spillways, abutments, and retaining walls.   

“Kleinschmidt has provided me an exciting and challenging professional home for over a decade. This is an incredible opportunity to help guide an amazing group of leaders and technical experts. I look forward to utilizing my past experiences and focus on forward-thinking to give others the same pathways for growth and satisfaction I have had on this journey.” Nick Ciomei, Engineering Technical Director at Kleinschmidt.   

“We are thrilled to welcome Nick into his new role as Engineering Technical Director,” says Kelly Larimer, Chief Technical Officer at Kleinschmidt, “His leadership and expertise are crucial as we continue to deliver sustainable and impactful solutions to our clients. Nick’s dedication to advancing our engineering practices will help ensure we meet and exceed client expectations.”  

Nick holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of Maine, with a minor in Business. He is trained in Semi-Quantitative Risk Analysis and SPRAT Rope Access (Level I) and has specialized training in Embankment Dam Remediation and Dam Safety Evaluation. As a FERC-approved Independent Part 12D consultant, Nick brings expertise to his role, further strengthened by his licensure as a professional engineer in Maine, Hawaii, Vermont, New Hampshire, and Georgia.  

About Kleinschmidt:  

Kleinschmidt was founded in 1966 with offices throughout North America. Our practice areas include engineering, science, and planning services provided to power, energy, water, and government clients. Kleinschmidt’s team specializes in hydropower and water resource engineering, FERC licensing, fish passage and protection, hydrology and hydraulics, and habitat analysis and restoration. Our mission is to provide practical solutions for renewable energy, water, and environmental projects. For more information, visit www.kleinschmidtgroup.com. 
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Pittsfield, Maine – January 17, 2024 – Kleinschmidt Associates, a leader in engineering, regulatory, and environmental consulting, proudly announces the election of Chief Growth Officer Russ Sanford to the Hydropower Foundation’s (HF) Board of Directors for 2024. The Foundation actively engages and serves the clean energy industry by supporting work in education, research, and workforce development.  

“The Hydropower Foundation is a great organization focused on a critical need for the industry – workforce development. I’m excited to help support the organization as they actively reach the next generation of waterpower professionals through their various programs that include the Waterpower Club – Waterpower Community Partnership, Hiring for HydroTM, and the Hydro Think TankTM competitions.”, says Russ Sanford, Chief Growth Officer at Kleinschmidt.  

“We are so happy to have Russ join our Board of Directors,” said Linda Church Ciocci, Executive Director of the Hydro Foundation. She added, “His leadership skills and creative thinking are exactly what the Foundation needs as we enter a new era of engagement with students and the industry. We look forward to working with him.” 

Russ is an active National Hydropower Association (NHA) member, served on the Exhibitor Advisory Committee for their Clean Currents conference, and previously served on the Committee for Education Outreach for the Association of Dam Safety Officials (ASDSO). Additionally, he is recognized as a fellow in the Society for Marketing Professional Services (SMPS). His academic credentials include a B.S. in Civil Engineering, complemented by a distinguished career in executive management serving professional service firms in engineering, construction, and architecture. 

About Kleinschmidt: 

Kleinschmidt was founded in 1966 with offices throughout North America. Our practice areas include engineering, science, and planning services are provided to power, energy, water, and government clients.  Kleinschmidt’s team specializes in hydropower and water resource engineering, FERC licensing, fish passage and protection, hydrology and hydraulics, and habitat analysis and restoration. Our mission is to provide practical solutions for renewable energy, water, and environmental projects. For more information, visit www.kleinschmidtgroup.com. 

About the Hydro Foundation: 

The Hydropower Foundation, a 501c3 not-for-profit organization dedicated to addressing climate change by preparing the next generation of waterpower professionals, actively promotes education, research, and workforce development within the clean energy sector. The Foundation’s mission is to cultivate a robust, diverse, and environmentally conscious waterpower workforce through focused education, research, and experiential learning opportunities. For more information, please visit our website at www.hydrofoundation.org. 
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Pittsfield, ME– January 10th, 2024 – Kleinschmidt Associates, an engineering, regulatory, and environmental consulting firm, is pleased to announce the addition of Ralph Nelson, P.E. as Senior Engineering Consultant.  

Ralph, a seasoned civil/structural hydraulic engineer, brings over four decades of diverse experience to his new role. His expertise spans planning, licensing, permitting support, and the design and construction of hydroelectric and industrial projects. As a former Project Manager, Project Engineer, and Engineer, he has led feasibility and environmental studies, hydrologic and hydraulic analyses, and provided critical support for licensing and permitting activities. His design experience includes work with steel, wood, and concrete, and he has conducted structural analyses for powerhouses, dams, intake structures, and related facilities. Ralph has designed several fish passage structures, including nature-like fishways, Denil, vertical slots, and eel ramps. 

“Ralph brings a wealth of hydro industry knowledge and experience to Kleinschmidt and our clients.  We are confident Ralph’s skill set will complement and enhance our engineering team and look forward to Ralph’s expertise’s positive impacts on our projects and staff’s development.” Adam Haskell, Engineering Technical Director. 

“I am thrilled to return to Kleinschmidt, where I began my career, and work with such an experienced, innovative team dedicated to serving the hydropower industry. I look forward to contributing my skills and expertise to help the team achieve its goals”, says Ralph Nelson, Senior Engineering Consultant  

Ralph holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from Northeastern University. He is an active member of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Maine Section. Ralph is also a Registered Professional Engineer in Maine. 

About Kleinschmidt: 

Kleinschmidt was founded in 1966 with offices throughout North America. Our practice areas include engineering, science, and planning services are provided to power, energy, water, and government clients.  Kleinschmidt’s team specializes in hydropower and water resource engineering, FERC licensing, fish passage and protection, hydrology and hydraulics, and habitat analysis and restoration. Our mission is to provide practical solutions for renewable energy, water, and environmental projects. For more information, visit www.kleinschmidtgroup.com. 
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Pittsfield, ME– January 3, 2024 –Kleinschmidt Associates, a leader in engineering, regulatory, and environmental consulting, proudly announces the election of Chief Technical Officer Kelly Larimer to the National Hydropower Association’s (NHA) Board of Directors for 2024. This 20-member board unites visionary leaders from across the hydropower and marine energy sectors, all committed to sustaining and growing America’s inaugural renewable energy source.  

“I am honored to join the NHA Board of Directors and work alongside esteemed colleagues to foster the growth and innovation of hydropower and marine energy. These resources are pivotal in our pursuit of a sustainable energy future, and I am eager to contribute to this vital mission.”, says Kelly Larimer, Chief Technical Officer at Kleinschmidt.  

“Our incoming 2024 Board of Directors are exceptional individuals that are committed to advancing hydropower and marine energy as clean energy solutions,” said Malcolm Woolf, NHA President & CEO. 

Kelly is an active member of NHA, and currently serves as the Co-Vice Chair on the NHA Pumped Storage Council. She is also an active member of the Northwest Hydroelectric Association (NWHA), the National Parks and Recreation Association (NPRA), the Utilities Roundtable on Cultural Resources, and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Shoreline Management and Recreation Group.  Since joining Kleinschmidt nine years ago, Kelly has made significant contributions, most notably since assuming her role as Chief Technical Officer in 2021. 

About Kleinschmidt: 

Kleinschmidt was founded in 1966 with offices throughout North America. Our practice areas include engineering, science, and planning services are provided to power, energy, water, and government clients.  Kleinschmidt’s team specializes in hydropower and water resource engineering, FERC licensing, fish passage and protection, hydrology and hydraulics, and habitat analysis and restoration. Our mission is to provide practical solutions for renewable energy, water, and environmental projects. For more information, visit www.kleinschmidtgroup.com. 

About NHA: 

The National Hydropower Association (NHA) is a nonprofit association dedicated exclusively to promoting the growth of clean, renewable hydropower and marine energy. The hydropower industry provides 31 percent of the nation’s renewable generation and 6 percent of overall electricity generation. In addition, pumped storage projects provide the majority of energy storage in the United States, making hydropower a critical resource to integrate increasing amounts of variable energy sources into America’s electricity system. 
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Pittsfield, ME– December 15, 2023 – Kleinschmidt Associates, an engineering, regulatory, and environmental consulting firm, is pleased to announce the addition of Paul Larson, P.E. as Vice-President of the Northwest Region  

Paul brings more than 25 years of diverse experience in the utility and engineering sectors, including roles in consulting firms and utilities. His expertise encompasses a broad range of areas, including engineering, utility operations, business unit management, and leadership. His deep understanding of the utility industry further enhances his proficiency in hydropower, project and program management, budgeting, proposal development, and strategic planning. 

In his new role with Kleinschmidt, Paul will oversee strategic direction and leadership for the firm’s regional business operations. His responsibilities include enhancing the client experience, overseeing project delivery processes, providing the successful pursuit and delivery of projects, and building a team needed to serve the firm’s clients. 

“We are excited to have Paul join the team as part of our planned leadership succession from Dana Postlewait, who will be starting to ramp his work commitments down on his path to retirement,” says Trevor Lykens, COO, Kleinschmidt,  “Our presence and business relationships in the region have grown substantially over the past few years, and we have confidence that Paul’s industry knowledge, technical experience and proven leadership abilities will help keep the positive momentum moving forward.  

“I’m looking forward to working with the Kleinschmidt team, Kleinschmidt is the type of firm that fits well with my leadership style”, says Paul Larson, Vice President, Northwest Region, Kleinschmidt “Working at a power utility for the past 10 years has provided me with the client perspective and utility operations experience that can be applied to consulting. The dedication to technical excellence, client satisfaction and staff engagement makes me excited to be here.”  

Paul holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from Oregon State University and a Master of Science in Civil Engineering from The University of Texas at Austin. He is an active member of the Structural Engineers Association of Washington (SEAW) and HPEIG Member, Northwest Hydroelectric Association Pumped Storage Committee, National Hydropower Association Pumped Storage Committee, and National Hydropower Association Hydraulic Power Committee. He is a former member of CEATI and HOPIG. Paul is also a Registered Professional Engineer in Washington and California.  

About Kleinschmidt: 

Kleinschmidt was founded in 1966 with offices throughout North America. Our practice areas include engineering, science, and planning services are provided to power, energy, water, and government clients.  Kleinschmidt’s team specializes in hydropower and water resource engineering, FERC licensing, fish passage and protection, hydrology and hydraulics, and habitat analysis and restoration. Our mission is to provide practical solutions for renewable energy, water, and environmental projects. For more information, visit www.kleinschmidtgroup.com. 
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Portland, OR, November 21, 2023 – Kleinschmidt Associates, an engineering, regulatory, and environmental consulting firm, in partnership with the Instream Flow Council (IFC) and the American Fisheries Society (AFS), have finalized the feasibility assessment to establish a vital conservation training center, stepping in where the Cooperative Instream Flow Service Group (CIFSG) left off upon its closure in 2001.  

This initiative aims to fill the critical need for education and training on ecological impacts and water resource management. For nearly two decades, the federal CIFSG in Fort Collins, Colorado served as the primary source for instream flow conservation training, research, and development. However, its dissolution in 2001 left a gap in centralized training and support for Instream Flow and Water Level Conservation (IFWLC).               

This absence of a centralized IFWLC hub and training center has posed potential threats to water resources and biodiversity. In response, IFC and AFS, supported by a diverse steering committee including specialists from Kleinschmidt, are exploring the development of a new IFWLC training facility. 

Dudley Reiser, Senior Science Advisor at Kleinschmidt, and member of the IFWLC committee, emphasized the urgency: “The complex water resource challenges of today demand thorough training in the methods and models for ecological assessment. The absence of such instruction since the CIFSG’s dissolution has been keenly felt. Our feasibility study completion is a significant leap towards establishing a new, modern IFWLC training hub.” 

Proactive in addressing the educational void, Kleinschmidt has pioneered an internal training program to educate upcoming generations of resource scientists in the history and evolving technologies of instream flow and water level science. This internal initiative underscores Kleinschmidt’s dedication to equipping its clients with innovative, tailored approaches to complex water resource issues. 

Top of Form 

You can view the full report by clicking this link INSTREAM FLOW COUNCIL – Protecting, Maintaining, and Restoring Aquatic Ecosystems 

 

About Kleinschmidt 

Kleinschmidt Associates performs engineering, regulatory and environmental consulting for North American energy companies and governmental agencies who strive to protect and enhance the natural environment without compromising performance. We work at the intersection of regulatory requirements, environmental science, and engineering solutions to achieve our client’s objectives.  

For over half a century, Kleinschmidt has continually delivered new ideas that offer practical solutions to tough problems and sensitive issues. Our goal is to bring energy, water, and the environment into balance so future generations will thrive. For more information, visit www.kleinschmidtgroup.com. 

About Instream Flow Council (IFC) 

The mission of the IFC is to improve the effectiveness of state, provincial, and territorial instream flow and water level programs and activities in conserving (protecting, maintaining, and restoring) aquatic ecosystems. 

INSTREAM FLOW COUNCIL – Protecting, Maintaining, and Restoring Aquatic Ecosystems 

About American Fisheries Society (AFS) 

The American Fisheries Society is the world’s oldest and largest organization dedicated to strengthening the fisheries profession, advancing fisheries science, and conserving fisheries resources. 

Home | American Fisheries Society Career Center
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 Redmond, WA– November 10, 2023 –

Kleinschmidt Associates, an engineering, regulatory, and environmental consulting firm, has been selected by Long Live the Kings (LLTK) to conduct the second-year engineering services for the Hood Canal Bridge Fish Passage Improvement Project. 

The project focuses on enhancing the fish passage at the Hood Canal Floating Bridge, which has been linked to a nearly 50% mortality rate in migrating juvenile steelhead trout. Building on the initial year’s insights, the team will refine the existing fish guidance structures and install an additional guidance structure that will be fabricated and deployed at the opposite end of the bridge. 

“We are excited to see the study continue for another year,” said Brad Johnson, P.E., S.E., Project Manager and Senior Fisheries Engineer at the Redmond, WA, office of Kleinschmidt. “We are looking forward to seeing the improvements made after the first year in action, as well as a second guidance structure at the bridge.” 

 “This project is built on a strong foundation of partnerships with local, state, federal, and Tribal governments and a dedicated team of engineers and contractors,” said Shaara Ainsley, Senior Project Manager at Long Live the Kings. “We are hopeful that two years of data collection will demonstrate that these guidance structures help steelhead navigate past the bridge more quickly and safely.” 

The timeline for the second year of the fish behavior study commenced on July 1, 2023, with the anticipated completion of fieldwork set for June 30, 2024.  

 

About Kleinschmidt 

Kleinschmidt Associates performs engineering, regulatory and environmental consulting for North American energy companies and governmental agencies who strive to protect and enhance the natural environment without compromising performance. We work at the intersection of regulatory requirements, environmental science, and engineering solutions to achieve our client’s objectives.  

For over half a century, Kleinschmidt has continually delivered new ideas that offer practical solutions to tough problems and sensitive issues. Our goal is to bring energy, water, and the environment into balance so future generations will thrive. For more information, visit www.kleinschmidtgroup.com. 

 

 

[image: ]

 Redmond, WA– October 17, 2023 – Kleinschmidt Associates, a consulting firm specializing in engineering, regulatory, and environmental services, welcomes Miranda Smith, P.E., as a senior engineer in its Civil Engineering Section. 

Miranda brings 12 years of expertise in water resources and heavy civil projects to the team. Her background encompasses a range of specialties, including restoration design, hydrologic and hydraulic analysis, fish passage barrier correction, and engineered logjam design. Additionally, she has contributed to the rehabilitation and optimization of run-of-river hydroelectric facilities and has worked on infrastructure protection initiatives on large rivers.  

“Miranda’s extensive background in water resources and her passion for ecological restoration make her a perfect fit for our team. Her expertise will undoubtedly strengthen Kleinschmidt, especially in the areas of hydrologic analysis and infrastructure protection. We are happy to have such a seasoned and passionate professional join our ranks.” says Adam Haskell, Engineering Technical Director at Kleinschmidt. 

“My experience has focused on restoring fish passage to natal streams, rebuilding the ecologic framework that supports stream productivity, and applying my assessment skills to ensure resilient engineered solutions. At Kleinschmidt I find leveraging my passions to practical solutions very rewarding.” says Miranda Smith, Senior Engineer at Kleinschmidt.  

Miranda holds her B.S. in Environmental Resources Engineering from Humboldt State University and is a licensed Engineer in Washington. 

About Kleinschmidt: 

Kleinschmidt was founded in 1966 with offices throughout North America. Our practice areas include engineering, science, and planning services are provided to power, energy, water, and government clients.  Kleinschmidt’s team specializes in hydropower and water resource engineering, FERC licensing, fish passage and protection, hydrology and hydraulics, and habitat analysis and restoration. Our mission is to provide practical solutions for renewable energy, water, and environmental projects. For more information, visit www.kleinschmidtgroup.com. 
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